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LONG ISLAND CHILDREN’S MUSEUM STANDS WITH SENATOR GILLIBRAND 
IN CALLING FOR SENATE TO REJECT PROPOSED CUTS TO NATIONAL 

ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS & NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE HUMANITIES 
 
Garden City, NY (April 10, 2017)– U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand today visited the 
Long Island Children’s Museum and stood with community leaders to call on the Senate 
to reject President Trump’s budget proposal to zero out funding from the National 
Endowment for the Arts and National Endowment for the Humanities. The proposed 
budget would also eliminate funding to the Institute of Museum and Library Services. 
 
“The National Endowment for the Arts and the National Endowment for the Humanities 
allow families and community organizations to help give our children the chance to 
experience and learn about art, music, dance, language and literature,” said Senator 
Gillibrand. “If these programs are taken away, it would hurt our communities and 
families throughout Long Island. The National Endowment for the Arts and the National 
Endowment for the Humanities give local museum more resource to teach students on 
field trips, and they fund educational programming on PBS beloved by children and their 
families, they give veterans a new lens to understand their experiences and reintegrate 
in their communities. We should never allow these programs to be cut, and I will 
continue to do everything in my power to stand up for communities that don’t have a lot 
of resources and rely on these programs.” 
 
“Museums and cultural organizations… and the visitors they serve … would look vastly 
different with institutions like the National Endowment for the Arts, National Endowment 
for the Humanities and the Institute of Museum and Library Services,” said Suzanne 
LeBlanc, President, and Long Island Children’s Museum (LICM). “At Long Island 
Children’s Museum, funding from these agencies has provided critical seed money to 
launch initiatives that serve families and schoolchildren from a diversity of economic and 
cultural backgrounds and abilities; creating opportunities for increased understanding 
and dialogue, educational and social supports, and access to the performing arts in the 
LICM Theater. Funding these agencies produces a strong ‘return on investment’ for the 
American public,” she added. 



Theresa Statz-Smith of the Long Island Arts Alliance said, “Without this funding, it 
increases the deep divide in our region between those who have and those who have 
not. Wealthy communities support the arts and arts education; it’s the under-served 
communities that once again are hurt the most when we lose our government’s support 
of these critical institutions.” 
 
The NEA and NEH have an annual budget of $148 million each. President Trump’s 
recently released budget proposes to zero out funding for both of these institutions. In 
2016, New York institutions were awarded 538 grants from the NEA, totaling more than 
$17 million. New York received 111 grants from the NEH the same year, totaling more 
than 12.6 million. 
 
About the Long Island Children’s Museum  
 
The mission of the Long Island Children’s Museum is to connect all our communities’ 
children, and those who care for them, to a life of wonder, imagination and exploration. 
At LICM, children discover their passions and their relationship to the world we share.  
The 40,000-square-foot museum welcomes nearly 250,000 children and adults 
annually. The private, not-for-profit institution chartered by the New York State Board of 
Regents, offers museum-based educational programs and cultural experiences, as well 
as an extensive community outreach program offered in schools, libraries and youth 
centers across Long Island. The Museum is the recipient of the 2012 National Medal for 
Museum & Library Service, the highest honor conferred on museums for extraordinary 
civic, educational, economic, environmental, and social contributions.  
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